

ADOPTED 1/24/12


Introduced by Council President Joost: 

RESOLUTION 2012-45-A
A RESOLUTION URGING THE PUBLIC TO SUPPORT AND ATTEND THE UPCOMING “PROTECT THE CHILDREN CONFERENCE” AND TO BECOME INFORMED ON CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE ISSUES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, sexual abuse of children outside the home is a serious problem, with one in four girls and one in six boys experiencing some form of sexual abuse before reaching the age of 18; and


WHEREAS, twenty percent of child sexual abuse victims are under the age of eight, an estimated 93 percent of victims know their abuser, and 90% of child sexual abusers know their victims’ parents; and


WHEREAS, children who are victims of sexual abuse are more likely than non-abuse victims to abuse drugs, suffer fear, anxiety, depression, anger, hostility and self-destructive behavior, and to commit suicide; and 


WHEREAS, on Friday, February 3rd a child sexual abuse recognition and prevention conference will be held at the University of North Florida’s University Center under the sponsorship of SingleSource, a national company providing background screening for companies, not-for-profits and other organizations, which will provide important education and tools for protecting children and youth entrusted to our care; and


WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to highlight this very serious issue and to encourage its citizens to empower themselves with knowledge and techniques to protect the most vulnerable of our citizens; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby urges the general public to become aware of and informed about the tragedy of child sexual abuse and to take advantage of the opportunity presented by the upcoming “Protect the Children Conference” on February 3rd at the University of North Florida to obtain important information and techniques to protect our most valuable resource – our children.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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